
Whitchurch-Stouffville  

Public Library presents: 

 

Poetry Chapbook  

Self-Publishing Workshop 
Presenter: James Dewar 

  

 

DATES:  September 22 & November 3, 2012 

 

This workshop is presented in 

two Saturday installments, 6 weeks apart: 

 

TIME:     10:00 am to 5:00 pm (1-hour lunch) 

 
You could be holding  

your book of poetry in your hands by Christmas! 
 

 One of the most satisfying moments for new 

poets is the first time they see their poems published, but 

in today’s highly commercialized market there are so few 

traditional opportunities for publication. If poets want 

their poems published in book form, self-publishing 

poetry is not just considered acceptable–it is the norm.  
 The most commonly recognized format for an 

emerging poet is the chapbook. It is economical and easy 

to create, but certain fundamental skills are needed to 

prepare and print this important first publication.  
 The Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library has 

partnered with micropress publisher and poet James 

Dewar to present a two-part series that will guide 

emerging poets through the process of publishing their 

poetry for the first time.  
 

 

FEE:  Members of WCDR, WCYR, WCSC:  

          = $169.50 ($150 + hst)  

 

FEE:  Non-members of WCDR, WCYR, WCSC  

          = $192.10 ($170 + hst) 

 

PRE- REGISTRATION: 

- In person: at the Information Desk 

- By mail: please include cheque payment 

- On-line- Paypal: http://inkslingers.ca/inkslingers/ 
 

LOCATION:  
 Royal Canadian Legion  

 150 Mostar Street, Stouffville  

 

cont’d…. 

 

http://inkslingers.ca/inkslingers/


 

WORKSHOP ONE:  

Essential Self-Publishing Skills for Poets  
 

On the first day, the instructor will lead the group 

through the poem selection and book design process:  

 

Part One:  

 What is poetry?  

 What are the different types of poems?  

 How do you know if a poem is working?  

 How do you decide which poems to put in your 

chapbook?  

 

Part Two:  

 What is a chapbook?  

 What is the difference between perfect bound, 

stapled and other formats?  

 What are the basic elements of a professional-

looking book?  

 How are the first, last, middle and other poems 

selected?  

 How is the ideal title chosen?  

 

The instructor will finish with a discussion about front 

and back cover designs (a template will be provided).  

 

A copy of the Microsoft Word Poetry Chapbook 

template will also be handed out, but participants will 

not receive detailed instructions until the second 

workshop.  

 

During the 6 weeks after the first workshop, 

participants will be required to perform three important 

functions:  

 

1. Choose the poems they will be including in the 

book, and revisit/review them using the editing 

techniques covered in the first workshop.  

 

2. Decide on the order of the poems.  

 

3. Choose an image for the cover and create the 

chapbook cover using the template provided by 

the instructor. 
 

 

 

 

 

cont’d…. 



WORKSHOP TWO: (November 3
rd

) 

Preparing Your Chapbook for Printing  
 

 

Part One:  

Using examples, the instructor will explain how poems 

are placed into the Microsoft Word Poetry Chapbook 

template and guide poets through these stages:  

 essential elements of aesthetic page design  

 layout fundamentals  

 inserting page numbers and excluding them 

from blank pages  

 headers and footer options  

 solving the problem of section breaks  

 obtaining ISBN numbers and pricing barcodes 

for the cover  

 

Part Two:  

Participants will spend the day designing and laying 

out their chapbooks with the assistance of the 

instructor. At the conclusion of this second workshop, 

each poet will have:  

 A professional looking poetry chapbook 

interior file (READY TO PRINT)  

 A professional looking, beautiful chapbook 

cover file (READY TO PRINT)  

 A chapbook template they can use for future 

poetry chapbook publications.  

 The skills needed to create additional print-

ready manuscripts and book covers.  

 The option to have their chapbooks printed. 

The presenter has access to low-cost, low print 

run options.  

 Poets could have copies of their books printed 

in time for the holidays.  

 Tips on how to sell chapbooks.  

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

In order to produce a Poetry chapbook, each 

participant must bring a laptop computer with 

Microsoft Word installed on it. The instructor is 

available to discuss this in advance of the workshops 

if you have questions. 
 

Each participant should bring a minimum of 20 poems in 

Microsoft Word or other text formats to both workshops. 

Participants may also bring printed copies of their poems 

to the first workshop to simplify the process of choosing 

and ordering the poems. 

Note: programs may be cancelled due to  

insufficient registration so please register early. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Dewar, 

 

 publisher of Piquant Press and Stone’s Throw 

Publications, has edited and published many books, 

including over a dozen books of poetry and has co-edited 

three poetry anthologies. He has taught advanced creative 

writing at Durham College and now teaches writing and 

performance for both poetry and prose. His poetry has 

been published in his full-length collection The Garden 

in the Machine, and several anthologies and literary 

journals. His first poetry chapbook, Guys in Garages, has 

sold over 400 copies. He particularly enjoys organizing 

and hosting his monthly poetry reading series in Toronto, 

Hot-Sauced Words, now in its sixth year. He is 

currently President of the Writers’ Community of 

Durham Region, an organization of over 300 writers, 

and has been a member of The League of Canadian 

Poets since 2007.  

 

For more information about James, his workshops and 

writing retreats, please visit: www.writeportal.ca as well 

as www.wcdr.ca. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library 
30 Burkholder Street, Stouffville, ON L4A 4K1 

www. whitchurch-library.on.ca 
Tel: 905-642-READ (7323) 

1-888-603-4292 
 

http://www.wcdr.ca/

